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Monday 20th April

Dear Parents and Carers,

St Martin’s CE Primary School Parents and Carers Closed Facebook Group

Hopefully you will have already seen our St Martin’s school website 
https://www.st-martins.hants.sch.uk/website and Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/stmartinsceprimaryschool/.  However we also have a special closed Facebook Group, which is a private group, specifically for people linked to the school.

We use the Facebook Closed Group as another way for us to share information about what goes on at our school.  Please do not worry if you do not use Facebook; you will not miss out on any important information.  However we do use the Facebook Closed Group to share good news (e.g. following a sports competition, choir performance, class trips, etc.), to send reminders (e.g. please remember to collect children from the church today) and to share messages (e.g. we have a pair of missing pink glasses – if you find them, please give them to the school office).  With school being closed, it is currently proving an invaluable way for us to keep in touch with each other and continuing the sense of community that is so important at St Martin’s.

The aim of the Facebook Group is to be a positive place for sharing all the amazing things that happen at our school, and we encourage parents and carers to post contributions to this! However, the Facebook Group should not be used for raising concerns or complaints and should not be used to discuss issues specific to your child.  In both these instances, we ask parents and carers to contact their child’s class teacher, the School Office or Mrs Bartlett.  Please be aware that we will remove any posts that do not follow these guidelines or the ethos of our school. 

Please also be aware that we do not monitor the Facebook Closed Group constantly and therefore cannot promise to reply to questions raised promptly (although other parents and carers often do so).  If you need a prompt reply to a query, for example, ‘What time does celebration worship start today?’, we ask you to contact the School Office.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In order to join the St Martin’s Facebook Closed Group, you must be linked to a child that attends the school, be a member of staff at the school, be a governor at the school, be a regular volunteer at the school or be linked to the school in another way.  As your child will be joining us in September, we would like to invite you to join our Facebook Group now, so that you can start to see everything that we do and become part of our community!

In order to join the group you need your own Facebook account. You then need to go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/StMartinsCEPrimarySchoolParentsandCarersGroup/ and answer three questions, then submit your request to join. It will not force you to answer these questions, but for safeguarding reasons, unfortunately we cannot accept requests where these questions have not been answered. It will simply ask you to give the full name of your link child (or one of them, if you have more than one child at our school), their class name and your relationship with that child. Please reply with your child’s name, the class ‘Cherry 2020’ and your relationship to them.  Once your child leaves St Martin’s, you will be removed from the group. 

Currently we will not be posting recognisable photos of children on the Facebook page.  However parents and carers are welcome to post photos of their own children.  When the group is established (we only launched it in January this year), this is something that we may investigate – obviously with all the necessary safeguarding checks and parental permissions in place. This is in order to protect our children, as once a photo has been posted on Facebook it is possible for someone else to copy that photo and then post it anywhere online.

We are very proud of our Facebook page and the way in which it is keeping us all together as a community. We hope that you enjoy the opportunity to find out a little bit more about St Martin’s before your child starts with us.  If you have any questions about the Facebook Group, or if you would like help setting up a Facebook account if you do not have one already, please do not hesitate to contact us.


Yours Sincerely,


Mrs K Bartlett
Headteacher
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