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Year R Welcome and Information Booklet

We are aware that as your child starts school there is a lot of new information to take on board for both them and you.  Therefore we have tried to record some of the key information to help you.  However if you have any questions or concerns, please get in touch so that we can help.

Reception Year

The Reception Year at school forms part of the Early Years Foundation Stage of your child’s learning. The Foundation Stage is from age three to age five and the nurseries, pre-schools and reception classes work closely together all working on the same curriculum document ‘Development Matters’.

Learning is divided into 7 ‘Areas of Learning’
· Personal and Social, 
· Physical Skills, 
· Communication, 
· Literacy, 
· Mathematics, 
· The World, 
· Arts.

Year R is the transitional class between nursery and school; the Autumn Term is more like nursery, the Summer Term is more like school!

In Reception we aim to set a firm foundation for your child’s education; to help all the children to develop confidence and independence in working and thinking skills that will serve them well in their future learning as well as introducing the basic skills of literacy and maths.


Cherry Class

All the classes at St Martin’s CE (Aided) Primary School are named after trees in our school grounds. Cherry Class is named after the flowering Cherry trees on the field edge and we like to watch them change during the year!

Cherry Class children enter the classroom each morning by the small playground door. This is also where you meet them at the end of the day.

Please always notify us of any change in arrangements for meeting your child.  There is a clip-board by the door for notifying us of any changes.







Organisation

· Each child has a peg in the cloakroom for hanging their coat.  Children need a coat in school every day.
· Each child has a cube in the cloakroom for storing their P.E. kit.  We suggest that your child brings their P.E. kit into school on the first day and leaves it here until half term, when we will send it home for a wash.  This is usually sufficient for Year R children but you are welcome to take it home more regularly if you wish to.
· Book bags are kept in the boxes in the classroom.  These need to be brought into school and taken home every day.  Please check it every evening for letters and messages.
· Water bottles are kept in the tray by the door.  Please make sure your child has a named water bottle, ideally with a sports top to try to prevent spillages.  These can be refilled at school but need to be taken home to be cleaned every Friday.
· Each child has a named ‘message pocket’. These are useful for little pictures and notes from child to child and also the passing on of party invitations etc.


The School Day

The school day begins at 8:55am. Children may arrive in Cherry Class from 8:40am.  Please wait in the Year R playground until the classroom door is open.  Please be aware that we expect children to wait sensibly with their adults and not to play on the Year R equipment.  You are welcome to come into the classroom to help them sort out belongings and find a suitable activity.  Please make sure you have left by 8:55am, so that we can start our learning. 

We have a break at about 10:30am for a drink and a healthy snack.  Milk is provided free of charge for all under 5s.  When your child turns 5 you can choose to pay for milk or they can have a drink from their water bottle.  Fresh fruit or vegetables (usually apple, orange, banana, pear, tomato or carrot) are provided through the Hampshire Schools Fruit and Vegetable Scheme.  Children are encouraged to take something every day and to try things they think they do not like.  The children then go out to the main playground with the older children.  We also have a short break at a suitable point in the afternoon.

Foundation Stage children have access to their own small fenced playground for physical and imaginative play but we usually use the big playground for playtimes. Familiar class staff stay out with the children in the early days until they all feel secure and happy and, rest assured, the older children love taking care of the new ‘Cherries‘! 

Lunch time is between 12:00pm and 1:00pm.  The children wash their hands and go into the hall to collect their lunch.  Children sit on house tables, which means there are always older children around to help or reassure. After lunch children go out to play on the main playground.  All children in Year R are entitled to a universal free school meal and we encourage all parents to take up this option.

Please note that we are a ‘Nut Free School’ and no snack or packed lunch should contain nut items.

The school day for the younger children ends at 3:20pm. Please ensure you arrive on time, allowing plenty of time to park, which can be difficult at that time.  The children are always pleased to see a smiling face at the end of a long, busy school day!

Even though your children may be used to long days out of the home, please be aware that when they start school everything is new and they will get very tired! Please bear this in mind when planning activities for after school, especially in the first term.

Personal and Social Skills

During Year R we will help your children to develop their personal and social skills including concentrating for short periods of time, listening to others, turn-taking, sharing and co-operating and looking after resources.

It is helpful if your child is able to use the toilet independently, get changed for P.E and use a knife and fork to eat with.  However we are happy to help and encourage when necessary. 

Discovery Time

This is an activity you may not have heard of before!  It is an opportunity for the children to choose from a wide selection of activities: computers, sand and water, writing table, fantasy corner, construction toys, maths corner, story CD, big bricks, making table, painting, outside bikes etc. 

The children decide how to use the equipment or area and which resources will be required. They are trusted to work without an adult constantly present and they have to tidy up themselves whatever they chose to get out. At the end of the session the children regroup with the teacher to ‘review’ their work and learning: They show or explain their work to the rest of the class, answer questions about it and as they mature, plan how their work could be improved another time; all very similar to Nursery or Pre-School but with more focus.

In Cherry Class, Discovery time takes place every day and we see a marked development in the children’s learning skills as the year progresses. 
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All this talk about learning through play and learning outside makes it sound as if there is no formal learning in Cherry Class! This is far from the case; it is just that this style of teaching is appropriate to the age of the child and the teaching and learning changes and develops during the year. 

The teaching may be whole class teaching, small group teaching or individual teaching, depending on the activity and the maturity of the children.


Rewards and Celebrations

Merits
All children at St Martin’s earn merits when any adult in school is impressed with either their behaviour or their learning.  Each child collects merits and when they have collected a set number of merits they will be celebrated in worship and presented with a reward as follows:
*children in Cherry Class will receive a Cherry pencil for every 10 merits they earn;
*children in Silver Birch Class and Sycamore Class will receive a St Martin’s felt tip pen for every 25 merits they earn;
*children in Maple Class and Willow Class will receive a bronze, silver, gold and platinum badge for every 50 merits they earn.

Each child is also member of one of our houses, which are named after the points of the compass - North, South, East and West.  During the year there are opportunities for the children to complete various activities in their house and the children from different year groups enjoy working together.  Individual merits earned also go towards a house total, with the winning house receiving the house cup and a special reward time at the end of each half term.  



Sunflower Display
Every class has a special sunflower display.  Every child has a peg with their name on it.  All the children will start every day with their name on the sunflower.  At any point in the day, if they demonstrate exceptional learning or behaviour, they can move to the sun! If they make a poor behaviour choice an adult will give them a warning and then move their name down onto the first leaf.  The child is then encouraged to think about their behaviour and if they make good choices their name will be moved back up to the sunflower.  However if they continue to make poor choices their name will be moved down to the second leaf.  Again they will have the opportunity to move back up by changing their behaviour choices.  If a child reaches the third leaf they will have a discussion with either Mrs Rennison as Deputy Headteacher, or Mrs Bartlett as Headteacher, and an appropriate consequence identified in conjunction with the classteacher.  This may be loss of play time, loss of privilege time, some time spent out of class or something else appropriate to the child and the behaviour.  Parents and carers will also be informed. 

Certificates
Children are also awarded certificates for displaying one of our four school values (respect, friendship, courage and creativity) or one of our school learning skills (perseverance, curiosity, teamwork, reflection, resourcefulness and concentration).  These certificates are presented in celebration worship, which takes place every Friday afternoon. Parents and carers are always welcome to join us for this and we do try to let you know if your child is receiving something special.


School Office

Mrs James, Mrs Carter and Mrs Hopkinson all work part time and between them run our school office. 

If your child is unable to come to school due to illness, please notify the school office by 9:00am.  If we do not hear from you, we will attempt to contact you to check your child is safe.

All letters, completed forms and payments should be delivered to Cherry classroom in a clearly labeled envelope and put in the ‘plastic (internal mail) box’ (usually somewhere near the teacher’s chair). They will then be passed on to the school office. 


Partners

Successful learning depends on a three way partnership between the child, the parents and the school. 

Please let us know of any changes at home that may affect your child’s well-being or learning.  We also love hearing about any new achievements or excitements at home.  You can use our ‘Cherry Notes’ system to share such information. 

Please raise any worries you or your child may have about school as soon as possible. Small things can become bigger issues if they are not discussed and dealt with. 

There will be plenty of opportunities for you to become involved in school life and support your child’s learning both at school and at home.  We will provide more information next term.


See you in September!



The Early Years Team
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